Float Fishermen of Virginia

Fall/Winter 2006, No. 4

INSIDE THIS EDITION

Labor Day Meeting Minutes.............. 2
FFV Foundation Minutes.................. 4
Paddler Access Survey..................... 4
Conservation Committee Overview...... 5
Cushaw Project Update ................... 5
SqueezePlay........ccoveiiiiiiiiiien 6
Anglin’ inthe Archives. .................. 8
Carter COpIieS.......vvvviieriieieieiineannn 9
Welcome New Members.................. 9
AW Affiliate Club Program............... 10

Winter Business Meeting
December 2

Cumberland State Forest Headquarters

~ Directions on back page ~

%

%

%
%
*
%
! %
% &
& %
&

%

%

%

%

%

#
$ %
% % "
(% )
#
% #
+ , )
%
%% & ' % +
& %
% &
)
* %
/
%
% " $




FLOAT FISHERMEN
OF VIRGINIA, INC.

President
Ginnie Peck
794 Farrar Bridge Lane
Shipman, VA 22971
804-263-8578
ginnieffv@peoplepc.com

Vice Presidents
Lindsay Koenig
20176 Rockcastle Road
Ruther Glen, VA 22546-2238
804-449-6701
linnie@floatfishermen.org

EricaSims
1012 Belmont Avenue
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-989-6603
erikas ms10@yahoo.com

Wayne Storey
320A Washington Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704
757-434-6890

Richard Webster
2404 Burgage Lane
Petersburg, VA 23807-7419
804-775-6354
rick @fl oatfishermen.org

Secretary
Brian Vande Sande

254 Mottley Mill Road
Cumberland, VA 23040
804-306-6519
secretary @floatfishermen.org

Treasurer
Katherine Waller
4422 Wakefield Rd.
Richmond, VA 23235
804-320-4874
treasurer @floatfishermen.org

Conservation Chairman
Bill Tanger
P. O. Box 1750
Roanoke, VA 24008-1750
540-777-1020 (w)
540-366-2228 (h)
tanger@mediavisionva.com

Member ship Chairman
Don Leeger
1569 Horsepen Hills
Maidens, VA 23102
804-784-3183
member ship@floatfishermen.org

Webmaster
Bob Born
2625 Confederate Ave.
Lynchburg, VA 24501
434-942-3407
webmaster @fl oatfishermen.org

The Fishin' Pole, Pack, & Paddle ~ Fall / Winter 2006, No. 4

Published by the Float Fishermen of Virginia, Inc., a non-
profit corporation dedicated to the preservation of
Virginia's free flowing streams. Additions or changes to the
newsletter mailing list should be sent to the Membership
Chair.

The opinions expressed in FPP& P are those of the author and not necessarily those of FFV or its
members. Articles and material for publication may be submitted to the FPP&P editor. Preferred
format: Email with attachments in Word or ASCII files, pictures in jpeg. Dates for submitting material
for publication: 5" of February, May, August and November. The Editor reserves the right to edit as
needed. Comments, criticism and complements are always welcome.

Bob Pillow / 540-864-5213 / editor @fl oatfishermen.org
Rt2 Box1129, New Castle, VA 24127

Float Fishermen of Virginia
September 3, 2006

Solitude, Near Arcadia, VA. The Labor Day Weekend FFV business meeting was called to
order Sunday morning, September 3, at 9:00 a.m. by President VanLuik

Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the December Meeting were approved as published in the February newsletter (FPP& P,
Summer/Fall 2006, No. 3).

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Katherine Waller was unable to attend, but provided the following report to the membership.

For the period of May 31, 2006 through July 31, 2006:

The Beginning Balance as of May 31, 2006 was $4,763.54

Income
Membership Dues $819.15
Service Charge reimbursement $5.00
Total Income $824.15

continued on page 3...
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...continued from page 2

Expenses
Bob Pillow — News L etter $340.20
Treasurer of Virginia (SEC) $25.00
Margaret Strawser Rei mbursement $797.58
Carr & Hyde Insurance Premium $250.00
Deposit Slips charge $3.55
Web Site $95.40
Total Expenses $1,511.73

The Ending Balance as of July 31, 2006 was $4,075.96

Certificate of Deposit:
Beginning Balance as of July 5, 2006 was $7,262.14

Ending Balance (7/31/06)
Commentary to the Treasurer’s Report

Update to the Certificate of Deposit:

Researched severa banks and found that BB& T actually could
meet any bank’s offering and received 5.25%. (6 and 18 month
CD’s did not have sufficient return, so | opted to placeit al in a
13 month cycle.) CD was invested on July 5, 2006 will become
mature 13 months later.

Update to the contribution amount to American Whitewater:
John VANLUIK posed the question of, “When was the last time
FFV sent money to American Whitewater? There were a couple
of letters in the mail from them for renewa.” The last
documented transaction that American Whitewater received any
contribution from FFV was in 2004 for $100.00. As the current
State Treasurer, | may have tossed out their solicitations
accidentally, and | apologize. If FFV members wish to donate to
this organization, please let me know. The next time | get a
statement | will pay the allocated amount desired.

Respectfully Submitted, K.S. Waller

A discussion followed as to whether the club should continue to
make a contribution to AW. The benefits of AW’s activities to
members of FFV were discussed; some members were unaware
of the organization. A motion to continue the contribution was
made and approved.

Newsdletter Report

FPP&P Editor Bob PFillow thanked everyone for their
contributions to the newsl etter, and asked that members continue
to submit information about chapter activities, trip reports,
photos, etc.

M ember ship Report
Membership Chair Don Leeger was unable to attend the
September mesting.

Extensive discussion took place regarding the issues of a final
calendar year-end membership list. The list is needed when
representing the FFV before legislators and agency officials, as
well as for maintaining a valid, accurate record of membership
for each year.

There was a strong consensus that the membership chair should

produce a fina list at the end of the year with the tota
membership for that calendar year. This would not include
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anyone who had paid dues for the upcoming year. Those who
have paid near the end of a year for the coming year may get the
newsletter, but they are not considered members for both years.

Further discussion followed regarding the role of the Membership
Chair. The suggestion was made that we adopt a proposed outline
of a Membership Chair job description [see FPP&P for text of
proposal from Roanoke Chapter]. There was strong consensus that
this job description be adopted. The suggestion was made to do a
final vote on the matter at the December meeting.

Conservation Report

Conservation Chair Bill Tanger reported on activities of the
Conservation Committee.  Bill requested help in identifying
railroad pedestrian crossings around the state in an effort to build a
case for creating one at the proposed James River takeout below
Balcony Falls (ak.a “Lock 14”). Bill aso reguested help in
identifying and contacting individuals who would be willing to
write letters of support for the Cushaw project.

Foundation Report

FFV Foundation President Bill Tanger reported on the results of
the Foundation’s recent Access Survey. Results were published in
the last edition of FFP.

FFV Website
Webmaster Bob Born reported on the website, noting that our
domain names are paid through 2009.

Other Business
FFV Promotional Flyer

Former secretary and first lady Linday VanLuik presented a “fina
draft” of arevised single page, tri-fold flyer which will be used to
promote and publicize FFV. Members had a chance to review and
comment on the publication.

Selection & Election of FFV Board Members

The Honorable Bryon Jones, Past President FFV, presented the
Nominating Committee's recommendations, all of which were
swiftly approved by the cheering throngs.

Outgoing President John Van Luik performed the ancient ritual of
the “Passing of the Paddle” after which Ginnie Peck ascended to
the Presidency. Erica Sims was anointed as a Vice President.
Flashbulbs glorified the scene.

Don Leeger, Bill Tanger, Brian Vande Sande al continue as
Membership Chair, Conservation Chair, and Secretary,
respectfully.

The meeting was promptly adjourned.
= =S
o :‘

Next Business Meeting: December 2, Cumberland VA
see back page for directions
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Minutes of the Labor Day Weekend Business Meeting

Solitude, near Arcadia. The Float Fishermen of Virginia Foundation
board met at Solitude on September 3, Sunday morning following the
FFV Business Meeting. Board members present: Bill Tanger, Rick
Mattox, Bob Born, Jim Garner and Bob Peck. Board member absent:
Rock Cooper. Guests: Bob Pillow, Juanita Callis and Ginnie Peck.

The board discussed the open seat on the foundation board. The
suggestion was made that Rick Webster be asked to join the board. Bob
Born reported that Rick had declined to join the board due to vision
problems that would keep him from driving and therefore from attending
the meetings. Bob said Rick had suggested another member of his
chapter, but he could not recall the name of the person. Bob will check
with Rick to determine the person®name.

The motion was put forth to fill the seat with the rotating FFV president.
The current FFV president, Ginnie Peck, said thiswould be fine with
Back row,lef o right Bob Born, Bil Tanger, Ginny Peck: her. After discussion the board voted ynanimously to recommend thi§ to
Front rovs;, left to right: Rick Mattbx, Jim Garﬁer, Bob Peci< the full FFV at the December meeti ng. If approved the foundation
would revise its bylaws to reflect this change.

The Foundation Access Survey was discussed. The survey has compiled 33 responses to date. A suggestion was made to run the survey
form in the next newsletter to continue to update the information. Bob Pillow agreed to do this. The suggestion was made to put the
survey on the web site. Bob Born agreed to do this.

The canoe raffle in 2005 cleared a net profit of $1,623. The foundation now has just over $6,000 in the treasury.

Bob Peck agreed to talk to Cameron Crouse about leasing land on the Lower Rockfish near Hogs Creek for access and camping.

The next meeting will be held on the December 3" following the FFV Business Meeting.

= = ¥

The FFVF is continuing to survey the boating community to determine the need for river access in Virginia. Today
paddlers are losing access to rivers as more population and development occur and former locations become unavailable.
Please take a moment and let us know what you think are the top three most important river access needs in Virginia for
paddlers.

For each of your nominated access need, we need to know the name of the river and the location of the section in question.
Please be as precise as possible. Email your information to tanger @mediavisionva.com

Look for results in the next issue of FPP& P.
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Members of the Conservation Committee have been busy on a number of projects relating to water quality and access. Eight major statewide issues were
addressed during 2005 & 2006. These are listed below, along with names of members who contributed their time and energy to attend meetings and
speak for Virginiawaters on these issues. When you see these committee members, be sure to say thanks!

To join the efforts of the Conservation Committee, contact Bill Tanger, Conservation Committee Chair.

2005

Conservation Event, Locations, Dates
Cushaw M eetings:

Participants
B. Tanger, J. Wold,

11/3& 16dd  Also: Dave Benard, Alicia Jahsman, Glenn Rose (FORV A)
FayettevilleHearing  B. Tanger
2/22
Gauley River Access:  P. Brindel, J. Callis (6 days), K. Ingram, D. Mohler (4 days), B. Tanger (18 days),
April-September  Also: Byrd, J. Keats, McGonigal, H. Rhett (2 days)

Healthy Riversinitiative
Conference Calls
10/7,19& 20, 11/9, 12/16

B. Tanger,
Also: Matt Logan (FORVA), Bill Street, John Tippett (FOR)

Invasive Meeting
Richmond, 11/30

B. Tanger, J. Wold,
Also: LizaField (FORVA), Rick Roth

New River Roundtable
1/29

B. Tanger,
Also: LizaField (FORVA), Rick Roth

Roanoke River, Explore & Roundtable
3/1, 419, 114, 12/13

B. Tanger,
Also: Annie Krochalis

Whitt-Riverbend Park
2/3, 5/19, 10/18

B. Tanger,
Also: Randi Lemmon (FORVA)

2006

Conservation Event, Locations, Dates
Cushaw M eetings:

Participants
B. Tanger, J. Wold,

11/3&16dd  Also: Dave Benard, Alicia Jahsman, Glenn Rose (FORVA)
FayettevilleHearing  B. Tanger
2/22
Gauley River Access:  P. Brindel, J. Callis (6 days), K. Ingram, D. Mohler (4 days), B. Tanger (18 days),
April-September  Also: Byrd, J. Keats, McGonigal, H. Rhett (2 days)

Healthy Riversinitiative
Conference Calls

B. Tanger,
Also: Matt Logan (FORVA), Bill Street, John Tippett (FOR)

10/7,19& 20, 11/9, 12/16

Invasive Meeting
Richmond, 11/30

B. Tanger, J. Wold,
Also: LizaField (FORVA), Rick Roth

New River Roundtable
1/29

B. Tanger,
Also: LizaField (FORVA), Rick Roth

Roanoke River, Explore & Roundtable
3/1, 4/19, 11/4, 12/13

B. Tanger,
Also: Annie Krochalis

Whitt-Riverbend Park
2/3, 5/19, 10/18

B. Tanger,
Also: Randi Lemmon (FORVA)

CSX Developments:

The need is for a pedestrian at-grade crossing. We
have been gathering info and photos on existing
pedestrian at-grade crossings. To date we have
photos of crossings at IMU (Harrisonburg), Emory
and Henry (near Abingdon), Randolph Macon
(Ashland) and the Towns of Buchanan, Elkton and
Ashland. Clearly, many at-grade pedestrian
crossings exist and are heavily used. Ours should be
alowed.

Virginia Action on Railroad Crossings:

The Virginia Department of Ral and Public
Transportation (DRPT) has been dragging its feet
over the issue of at-grade pedestrian crossings. A
recent meeting of DRPT, DCR and others produced
nothing. DRPT said they have still not completed
their study of rails with trails or rail crossings. Bob
Munson attended. | spoke to Secretary of Natural

Resources office on 10/20/06 about getting the
Secretary to prod the DRPT to get the job done. |
expect to hear back from his office in a week or
SO.

Lock 14 Access: VDOT Permit In Hand

We have the VDOT permit to develop the
intersection at Route 501. The required letter of
credit will not be used unless the project
construction actualy starts.

The estimate on construction will vary depending
on how much volunteer labor we can obtain for
clearing, bulldozer work and engineering, and
how much donated materials we can get for fill
material and other such items. If you think you
can help with volunteer labor or materials (once
construction starts), please let me know.

Support Grows:

Our newest state representative to support the
project is Sen. Frank Ruff. | attended a Friends of
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the Appomattox River meeting on Thursday,
October 26 and made a talk to that group.
They will vote on doing a support |etter next
month, but | am confident we will get one.

Lock 14 Clean Up:

The Cushaw Project team cleared brush so
we could get a decent photo of the lock
wall. We have uncovered only about 10
percent of the wall, but it looks really great.

More work needs to be done. Contact me if
you can handle a shovel, hoe or machete.

How to Help:

Contact Bill Tanger
(tanger@medi avisionva.com)
Home: 540-366-2228.

Work: 540-777-1020
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Fishin’ Pole, Pack & Paddle/ March 1986

This time we take a look back at how the club tried to address problems of membership, growth, and

leadership.

Before the “ The President’s Paddle” there was “ From the Oval Tent...”

and in the

March '86 issue FFV President Rick Mattox used this column to comment on issues that till face

FFV member ship today.

It was in the summer of 1973 that my parentsinvited Deb and | to go
canoeing on the Nottoway River. We were joined by a group from
the Northwest River Chapter out of Tidewater. That was our first
canoeing trip. Our second trip was a month later -- the first annua
FFV Labor Day Meeting at Camp Friendship. We had so much fun
on that trip, we' ve been to every Labor Day meeting since.

Since that time I've realized that FFV is not just a bunch of fun-
loving river rats, but, more importantly, we care deeply about
conserving Virginias streams. To that end we've played an
important role in enlarging Virginia's Scenic Rivers System and
fighting projects we saw as destructive to the state’s environment.

I’ve watched the organization develop. New chapters have formed,
some chapters have faded and some chapters remain the workforce of
FFV.

At our November 14 business meeting, Jim Garner announced a
membership of 278. It seems our membership has stabilized at
between 250 and 280 for the past 10 years. |’ve often wondered why
an organization which has fought the battles and realized the
accomplishments FFV has, is not growing.

| purposely included membership in the business meeting agenda to
initiate some thought in that regard. An interesting discussion
ensued.

The comment was made that it is difficult to explain to others exactly
what FFV is. Out growth has been primarily through our chapters.
Our chapters developed from a group of friends getting together on
theriver. Because of this organizational structure each chapter hasits
own personality.  This structure may tend to restrict our growth
somewhat.

Another comment was made that we have gotten away from our
foundation as afloat fishing organization. We are more diverse now
than in earlier years. Perhaps we have lost some identification
because of this.

Also, we are till seen as a bunch of boaters who get together on the
river primarily to party. This is probably well deserved to a certain
extent but over stated for the most part. We do enjoy a good time on
the river but we are also more responsible than our reputation
dictates.

Whatever the reason, we have reached a plateau in membership that
we seem unable to overcome. My concern is that growth is healthy
and we aren’t growing. | don’t think a wholesale membership drive
is the answer, but | do think we need to get some new blood into the
organization. We have the same people, for the most part, carrying
the weight year after year.

We probably need to do a better job of stating our own case. We had
over 500 people at the 1985 VIP Float. | would guess that less than
20 were VIP's and about 250 were members. We lost a good

opportunity at that float. Cindi and Lise have volunteered to put
together a statement of purpose on FFV for such occasions.

The best opportunity to introduce new members to the
organization is at the Memorial Day and Labor Day meetings. |
would like to encourage greater participation at these meetings.

For the past two years Cindi and Lise have organized a new
member float with some success. | would like to encourage
othersto follow suit and publish such floats in the newsl etter.

There are probably a number of other things we can do to
increase interest in FFV. We now have 278 members. | would
like to see us surpass 300 by Labor Day 1988, not just for the
numbers, but to initiate new life into the organization.

After all is said and done, despite our diversity, we al have one
thing in common -- the enjoyment and conservation of Virginia's
free flowing streams.

Carter copies till available...

The Summer/Fall edition of FPP&P carried an excerpt fro Randy
Carter’s classic “ Canoeing White Water River Guide” (Appalachian
Books, Oakton VA 1967, Eighth Revised Edition, 1974).
Unfortunately, the contact information given for copiesin the mailed
edition was incorrect, and so with apologies anyone who may have
tried to obtain a copy, here isthe correct information:

Contact John Sweet -- by phone: (540) 468-2222; or via the web at:
http://johnrsweet.com/Carterguide.html

Carter peppered his river descriptions with local history and
entertaining side stories, making the book an enjoyable read during
those long winter cold snaps. For example, describing Falls Hill
Rapid on the North Fork of the Holston River Carter digresses to tell
thisbrief tale:

“About fifteen years ago, a young fellow and seven
hundred dollars worth of equipment ended a planned trip
to New Orleansin thisrapid. The egquipment stayed there
and the canoeist barely managed to get out. Most people
believed him to have drowned. His parents came down
from up north to pick him up, took one look at the rapid
he'd tried to run in high water, and put him in mental
ingtitution.”

This is definitely recommended reading, and a great gift for anyone
with alittle time on their hands.
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While the membership voted to continue monetary support, and thereby become an Affiliate Club of American Whitewater, severa
members were unaware of the organization’'s existence, and wanted to know what the benefits were to the Float Fishermen. One answer
might be the simple altruistic principle of giving support to a national organization whose mission and goals compliment those of FFV
on anationa scale. AW lists ten additional reasonsfor alocal or regional club to lend support by becoming an Affiliate Club....
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LOAT
ISHERMEN of VIRGINIA
P.O. Box 1895, Hayes VA 3072-1895

http: /imww.floatfishermen.org
info@floatfishermen.org

FFV : Calendar of Events 2006

(December 2, 1:00 p.m.)

From Richmond: Take route 60 west to Cumberland; 2 miles west of downtown Cumberland, turn right on Route 628.
Proceed approximatley3 milesto stop sign. Go straight through gate to State Forest building

From Lexington: Take route 60 east to Cumberland; 2 miles west of downtown Cumberland, turn left on Route 628.
Proceed approximately 3 milesto stop sign.
Go straight through gate . . . . . to the State Forest building.

In the next issue FPP& P: Calendar of Events for 2007 -- and much more!



