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Meaningful Watershed Education Experiences





Chesterfield County Middle School science teachers are complying with the Chesapeake 2000 agreement by attending many workshops on training about the watersheds in our state.  There are two objectives that  middle schools hope to attain.  The first objective begins with the class of 2005. The schools will provide a meaningful Bay or stream outdoor experience for every school student in the watershed before graduation from high school.  The second is to provide students and teachers alike with opportunities to directly participate in local restoration and protection projects and to support stewardship efforts in schools and on school property.





According to the Chesapeake Bay Education Workgroup, a Meaningful Watershed Education Experience should be investigative or project oriented.  Experiences should consist of three parts including a preparation phase, an outdoor action phase, a reflection, analysis, and reporting phase.  Grade 6-8 experiences should focus on team and class projects and investigations.  These experiences should reinforce research skills.  Restoration, monitoring, or investigative projects should be conducted locally or on school grounds.





The middle school teachers will be photographing and describing their bioscape site, the plantings, and the related classroom activities.  Teachers are encouraged to document and publish progress toward the completion of their school’s bioscapes and its use on existing school web sites.  Parents and the community will be informed of the project via school newsletters.





To help with water flow and erosion, each school will be given a grant of $500.00 to start their bioscape which includes planting trees and plants in an area that suffers in erosion.  This grant was funded by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and Environmental Education Projects in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. We thank them for this opportunity.  Another thank you goes to the facilitators who are presenting this information to the teachers in the Richmond area.  They include:  Cathy Beaty, CCPS Science Teacher Consultant, Barry Fox, Extension Specialist 4-H Marine/Aquatic Education, Virginia State University, Janit Potter, Executive Director, Friends of Chesterfield’s Riverfront, and Heather Barrar, Environmental Volunteer Coordinator, Chesterfield County Office of Water Quality.


	


The teachers in Chesterfield County look forward to learning and teaching the children of tomorrow about our watersheds, water quality, and beautifying our schools.  





					 -- Wendy Jones





Mattaponi River / King William Reservoir Negotiations in Progress





February 10, 2004 article by Richmond Times Dispatch


 Witers Lawrence Latane III and Rex Springston


On February 9, 2004, lawyers from the Attorney General's office met with Secretary of Natural Resources W. Tayloe Murphy Jr. to set the stage for possible negotiations between Newport News and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, a state agency that has blocked the city's bid to withdraw water from the Mattaponi River.  Newport News lawyers discussed the matter last week with the Attorney General's office, which has been asked by VMRC to defend it in court in a legal fight with the city. Newport News Mayor Joe Frank said the city would be willing to drop its suit if VMRC would rehear the city's proposal.


Murphy said it will be up to the VMRC to decide whether to pursue a settlement. VMRC turned down Newport News' request to build a water intake in the Mattaponi River last spring after two days of public hearings. It has since voted not to reconsider the request a second time and has denied Newport News' petition for a formal hearing. Last month, VMRC asked the Attorney General's office to appeal a circuit-court decision that would force the agency to grant the city a formal hearing.


VMRC's stance on the water proposal has brought it under fire this year in the General Assembly, where Hampton Roads lawmakers introduced bills that would curtail the agency's powers. On word that a possible deal was under consideration, a legislative committee postponed voting on a bill by Sen. Frank W. Wagner, R-Virginia Beach. That bill would bypass the VMRC and convey about an acre in the Mattaponi to Newport News for its intake.


Newport News wants to pump up to 75 million gallons of water a day from the Mattaponi River - a key ingredient of a multimillion-dollar water supply project it proposes in King William County. The river water would feed a proposed 1,500-acre reservoir on Cohoke Mill Creek that a coalition of area residents and state and national environmental groups have been fighting for years. 


VMRC denied the water intake largely over concerns of the structure's impact on American shad, which are in such short supply that they are protected by a fishing ban in the Chesapeake Bay. The reservoir also needs a federal permit controlled by the Army Corps of Engineers. Unconvinced that the city needed the water and concerned about the reservoir's impact on wetlands and the Mattaponi Indian Reservation, the Norfolk office of the Corps was preparing to spike the project in 1999. The project gained new momentum, however, when then-Gov. Jim Gilmore appealed to the Corps' North Atlantic Division in New York, which ordered a continuation of the Corps' review.








