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More News Briefs


Dragon Run to be Preserved





 As part of its effort to protect forestland between the Rappahannock and Pamunkey rivers, the Nature Conservancy plans to buy approximately 2,400 acres of swampy interior of the Middle Peninsula, roughly from Millers Tavern to Saluda. Using funds from a federal “Forest Legacy” grant, the Virginia Forestry Department will then purchase at least 1,700 acres from the Conservancy.  Preserving forests along Dragon Run which contain ancient Cyprus trees, bald eagles and rare plants will help protect the wetland’s nearly pristine waters. The State Water Control Board has approved a loan to help the Conservancy make the deal.  The loan will come from a state fund used to aid localities in improving new sewage-treatment plants and for land purchases that protect waterways.


 


PCBs Pollute the James River





The DEQ has still not located the source of PCB pollution in the James between Richmond and Hopewell. A health advisory recommends that people eat no blue catfish and limit consumption of carp caught in the James between the Interstate 95bridge in Richmond and Flowerdew Hundred below Hopewell.  Tests for PCBs are also being conducted along the Roanoke River in southside and the New River. 








Chesapeake Bay Foundation


Takes Legal Action to Reduce Nitrogen





Hoping to force states into taking actions to reduce the nitrogen that pollutes the Bay, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation has filed a petition with the Federal Environmental Protection Agency requesting that the EPA require Bay states to set specific limits on the amount of nitrogen that sewage plants and factories can release. Although Bay states have agreed to cut nitrogen growth through voluntary measures, the petition asks for the EPA to replace voluntary efforts to reduce the flow of nitrogen into the Bay with a mandatory nitrogen-cutting program.





Alliance for the Bay Recommends 


New Sewage Treatment Technology





“A nickel a day will bring back the bay” is the motto of the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay’s restoration report.  The Alliance recommends that Virginia and its Chesapeake neighbors embrace new sewage technology, while spreading the cost among the 13 million people on municipal sewer lines that contribute to the Bay’s pollution problems. Recognizing  the financial problems that face all areas of government, the Alliance believes the answer lies not in appealing for scarce federal funds, but in states moving ahead.  If the 13 million users on sewer lines paid 5 cents a day, amortized over 20 years, the cost could be obtained.    























