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their weekends and a part of their lives with us and with the waters, flat and white, fresh and salt, of the Commonwealth of Virginia.


The Reverend Harry W. Crandall of the Eastern Shore gave remarks at the service that far better and more eloquently expound the character and personality of Peter Wentworth Rowe than I could.  His eulogy follows below.


Sincerely,


Bob DeRosset  





            “This is Labor Day-- a day to honor honest hard work and to contemplate the value of labor in our lives.  Peter’s labor was the Law --- and so much more --- but now that is at an end.  This Labor Day we are gathered to honor a man who has rested from his labors.  In my high school auditorium there was a large Superscription over the stage that read:  ‘Labor Is Heaven’s Best Gift To Mankind’, the classic expression of the work ethic which set the agenda for our lives growing up in the forties and the fifties.  Knowing Peter and his accomplishments, I am sure he believed wholeheartedly in this philosophy.  It is a philosophy that puts an entirely different perspective on life and what we are here to accomplish.  Most of you here today knew Peter better than I.  You are the ones who worked with him and played with him,  friends who knew best his passion for the law and for conservation of our resources and for so much more.  I leave it to you to list and memorialize the accomplishments of Peter’s life ---


To recall Peter Rowe, the Doctor of


Jurisprudence and the Chair of


Bar Associations,


To remember fondly Peter Rowe the


Forester, the White Water Rafter,


The Disciple of the Nature Conservancy,


The Guider of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission.


We are gathered this Labor Day, not to reflect on Peter’s many labors and accomplishments; not on his titles and laurels; we are gathered not to eulogize Peter for the outward and visible good he did in his life; rather we are gathered to talk about the inner Peter: The gifts he was given and the use he made of those gifts, how he loved and who he loved and who he forgave.  We are here to look on those things God values above all else  --- we are here today as a joy and as a duty to look upon the life of Peter Wentworth Rowe as a child of God.


We have as our template of what a life should be the example of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus left us with a life lived.  No books, no articles published, no curriculum vitae, no rules and regulations save these: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind; And love your neighbor as much as you love yourself. To follow Jesus then is to live as if you believed that absolutely. To be a Christian is to honor the spirit of the law. Jesus showed us that being servant of all trumps being lord of all. Jesus showed us all this by being a healer, a teacher, a sharer of life’s blessings and above all by forgiving those who fell short of perfection.  Peter understood all that --- He wasn’t perfect, of course, none of us are.





In order to evaluate what Peter thought and believed in, I have been greatly aided by a document he left. He entitled it ‘An Ethical Last Will And Testament’, and it was composed when the chips were down, when in the grip of cancer he had the wit and the wisdom to record his thoughts and convictions. As most of you lawyers here can guess, it is lengthy and complete --- something you would expect from a man who described himself as  ‘being of sound and disposing mind --- weakened only in body’.





                                                       ‘Since there is no jury to convince,


                                                                     No court to sway


                                                                (Save the heavenly court


                                                     on which, thankfully, none of us has been


                                                                     called to serve)’.





I have chosen to highlight only a few of the moving revelations of Peter’s life and relationships.


These are the words of a husband who joyfully proclaimed his love for his wife of forty years, Ann.


These are the words of a father who cherished his children and their spouses --- declaring simply that he ‘was proud to call you his’.  These are the words of a grandfather who waxed poetic and described his grandchildren ‘as varied and wondrous as a meadow of wildflowers’.





In relating his goals and values, Peter listed first: FRIENDSHIP, stating that ‘a life alone is no life at all’, and underlining that ‘friendships don’t just happen, they must be earned and cultivated.  They are a gift from God’. He commended to us all a love of life with an imperative to ‘listen to one another with an open mind.  Rarely’, he wrote, ’will you listen yourself into trouble.’





Of wisdom and its virtues, he noted that he was very wise at 18 and even smarter at 21.  ‘I felt thoroughly grown up at 21 – more grownup than I have ever succeeded in feeling since.’  Peter quoted many literary personages in his will: Among them Mark Twain: ‘Always do what is right.  This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.’  And William Atwood:  ‘Nice guys (of both sexes) don’t finish last, contrary to the old saw.  They don’t finish first either, perhaps because they lack the instinct for the jugular.  But they make out pretty well, and one reason is that they recognize one another and help each other out.’ He quoted philosopher Friedrich Nietzche:


‘A healthy skepticism is the luxury of a man with a strong faith.’ And playwright William Shakespeare: ‘To thine own self be true.’





But the real testament to Peter is not in the words he quoted or the words he penned. The real legacy of Peter is in the lives and faces and hearts of the people assembled here today.  His is a legacy of honesty and humor, courage and love.  It is not what we remember of Peter that will live on, as treasured as those memories are. What lives on is revealed in the lives of his family:


The paternal imprint on his daughter Ginny as she and her husband raise Brice and Sarah and Allie. The example etched on the lives of his sons, Carl and Scott and Will as they and their wives nourish the imprint of Peter’s love and learnings on Brianna and Jeffrey and Tyler, on Billy and Madison.  Even more important is that these lessons be imparted to grandchildren and great-grandchildren yet to be born. What lives on is the impact of Peter on each of you, the friends he touched and befriended.





 Finally I commend these closing words of Peter’s will: ‘Contrary to the popular saying, love does not mean never having to say you are sorry.  That is an infantile concept of love.  Love, humility, honesty and integrity all require you to say you are sorry when you should be, meaning it in your heart, and learning from what caused it so as not to repeat it.’ ‘I leave you,’ he wrote, ‘not in the manner I expected to nor when I expected to.  Perhaps it is my Karma.’  ‘I have done things of which I am not proud and for which I may be paying penance – if you believe in that sort of thing.’


‘It has been a great ride.’


‘I wouldn’t have missed it for the world.’     


 


Peter may the God who created you, and the Son who redeemed you and the Holy Spirit who sustained and enabled you --- grant you peace. Amen.”   
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