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A MODEST PROPOSAL, continued


My junior high school friend, Dean Swift, would suggest this situation calls out for a “Hamburger Hill” solution.  Our government didn’t issue press releases about this incident from the Viet Nam war in which troops  surviving the battle raised a purse of $100,000.00 to be given to the killer of the commanding officer who ordered the operation.  I don’t think he was ever killed or the prize ever claimed, but I do remember the officer in question was immediately transferred to the Pentagon, provided with round the clock protection for him and his family and no such idiotic meat grinder was ordered for the rest of the war. In a sense, the head money on the commanding officer worked.  


We can do the same.  It shouldn’t require as much money, as the Commonwealth doesn’t have as much fire power as do the feds.  For, say, $1,000.00 on the head of the state game and fish jerk that masterminded the stocking of the catfish, we can not only bring “Justice” to the person who has destroyed the James, but by example “pour l’encouragement de les autres” prevent a screw up of the same magnitude from happening again.  Do I hear a motion?


NOTE:  A couple of days later, we went down to Paris Island to take a look at the archaeology going on at the site of the original French fortified settlement and the Spanish capitol of Florida which succeeded it.  We found Paris Island was under a “yellow alert” and to gain access we had to have either a military ID or a set of golf clubs.  That’s really true, as absurd as it sounds. Having neither, we went back to Givhan’s Ferry.











Protecting the Potomac Riverside





Information provided in  a column, Conservation Currents, in the Canoe Cruisers newsletter





American Whitewater , Inc., the American Canoe Association, the Canoe Cruisers Association and the Potomac Riverkeeper have joined together to ask the National Park Service to legally acquire by condemnation the Potomac riverside property of Jon Luria, about a quarter mile above the American Legion Bridge.


Althugh there are about seventy privately-owned parcels of land on the Virginia side of the Potomac Gorge, most property owners show an appreciation of and respect for the landscape by maintaining a forest buffer along the river and using exterior colors and structures that blend harmoniously with the river surroundings.  


Mr. Luria, in comparison, has almost completely denuded a large parcel of land without apparent erosion control mechanisms.  The clearing resulted in trees falling directly into the river.  In addition, he has begun con -struction of linked decks adjacent to the river connected by a stariway structure. The structures, painted bright white, stand out like a sore thumb. 


Mr. Luria began this construction without building permits; as a result,  Fairfax  County has required him to replant some of the trees, but did not stop the construction of the decks and boardwalks.  


As of August, the Canoe Cruisers had not received a reply from the NPS in regard to their request.
































