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Bill To Merge DGIF Is Tabled





Cris Leonard submitted several  Richmond Times Dispatch articles which detailed a threat to the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries: a House Bill introduced to merge DGIF with the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. In a letter dated February 12 and sent to Larry Born, DGIF Board Chairperson Charles McDaniel states that the House Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources Committee voted to table the bill for this year.


Del. Phillip A. Hamilton of Newport News drafted and introduced a bill (HB2154) to combine DGIF and VMRC into one agency that would be funded through the game department’s Game Protection Fund and the Lifetime License Endowment fund, with no general state funds available to the new agency. Worst of all, the new bill would require the Governor to appoint the head of the new agency, thus politicizing the agency.


As it now stands, DGIF is self-supporting through user fees, sales taxes on outdoor gear and some matching federal funds, whereas the VMRC which generates some revenue from the sale of sport fishing licenses and receives some matching federal funds, operates largely on general funds from the state treasury.


Charles McDaniels thanks those Floats who contacted him and their representatives about this issue.  Through DGIF efforts and those of concerned outdoors persons, members of the General Assembly will understand that if it is necessary to merge these agencies, HB 2154 is not the correct way to do so.  
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The Presidents Paddle





Brrrr!!!  What a cold and snowy winter.  Hopefully all the snow, sleet, freezing rain and just plain rain has put some water in our local Virginia rivers.        


The 2002 winter meeting last year was a very productive one.  Thanks again to Jim Garner and the Cumberland County State Forestry Headquarters for the use of the facilities.  With 38 people in attendance, we set our 2003 float schedule and selected the Randy Carter winner.  I found out what its like to run a meeting, my only responsibility as President.  Thank you Wright, for helping me keep everything on track.   


 	Hopefully, everyone now knows that dues are due by January 1st with a grace period to April 1st, paid through your chapter treasurer.  Let’s get them in on time.  $15 is a great price for what is offered by the Float Fishermen of Virginia.  I would like for everyone to invite one new person or family member on one of our trips this year.  This is one great way to increase membership.  I am dedicated to increasing our membership back to where we need to be.  We are going to two great river campsites for our Memorial Day and Labor Day floats, for new --as well as old-- paddling enthusiasts.  Glen Maury Park even has bathrooms and showers for those semi-campers.  


Please send me any information to be addressed at the Memorial Day meeting to � HYPERLINK "mailto:gbj67@aol.com" ��gbj67@aol.com�., so I can set the agenda.   I am off to the Highland County Maple Syrup Festival March 14-16, for two fun-filled days of river excitement.   


See you on the river.


Bryon  
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