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Winter Meeting at


Cumberland


Mark your calendar for December 5, 6 and 7 and plan to attend the Winter Meeting at Cumberland State Forrest. Some limited inside lodging may be available; contact Jim Garner to see if any beds or floor space are still available. If not, you can plan on sleeping in your vans and enjoying some inside quality time in an antebellum manor home before sacking out for the night. 


A highlight of the weekend is Jim Garner’s famous Saturday night fish fry. You don’t know what GOOD is until you’ve eaten his catfish with the trimmins’: hushpuppies, coleslaw and a shoepeg corn salad that defies description!  Please let Jim know if you are staying for dinner. He prepares food based on the number of people who let him know. Any pre-dinner nibbles and libations you want to bring and share are always appreciated.


Call Jim at 434-296-0410 or 434-977-6555; Email Jim at MJGARDNER@ aol.com. 


Directions:


From Richmond: Take route 60 west to Cumberland; 2 miles west of downtown Cumberland, turn right on Route 628. Proceed approximatley3 miles to stop sign. Go straight through gate to State Forest building


From Lexington: Take route 60 east to Cumberland; 2 miles west of downtown Cumberland, turn left on Route 628. Proceed approximately 3 miles to stop sign. Go straight through gate to State Forest building.




















The Presidents Paddle 





Were any of our floats we went on this year rain- free?  Man, I think we had every type of weather in Virginia in 2003.  The Winter blizzard, Spring and Summer rain, and the hurricane.  No, not the Miami Hurricanes,  Hurricane Isabel.  While all the rain has put a damper on the camping conditions of most of the floats this year, it has given many of us the opportunity to float the smaller streams Virginia has to offer.  I found most of them loaded with fish.  I hope everyone caught one of those special trips.  





I appreciate the fine turn out we had at our Labor Day meeting.  The meeting was very eventful if you missed it.  Many of the topics we discussed, were tabled for our Winter meeting December 6th 2003 at the Cumberland State Forestry Building at 12:00 pm.  As many of you know, the December meeting is the most important meeting we have.  Along with addressing our tabled topics at this meeting, we also set our 2004 trip schedule, nominate the Randy Carter Award recipient, and the main topic of conversation will be the 2004 VIP float.    





As you can see, there are a few more topics to discuss than usual.  To make our winter meeting move a little quicker, I am asking for any pre-meeting help I can get on our VIP float.  Ideas on Location?, Date?, Canoes for VIP’s, volunteers to paddle VIPS, Lunch?, Dinner?  If we can have one or two of these already in place, then we can have more time to discuss other issues.





Before our meeting, be sure to get in your 2004 FFV dues to your chapter treasurer. They are due at the winter meeting.  Chapter Treasurers: please follow up with your chapter members.





Please feel free to email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:gbj67@aol.com" ��gbj67@aol.com� with any input for the VIP float or topics for the agenda.  Hope to see you December 6th at the Winter meeting. 


--Bryon Jones
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