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The Solitude Project





	Finally, after almost a year of effort, the Solitude property has a conservation easement.  There is now an eleven-acre property with about a half-mile of shoreline on the James River (2000 feet +) which will never again have cows defecating in the river or adding pollutants from runoff.


	Because this project started out as an FFV Foundation project, involved over a dozen FFV members at one time, has already been used for FFV functions and is available for future FFV use, I felt a brief history of the project might be of interest to the FFV membership.


	I first learned of this property from Jeff Wold who was trying to find river property to build a house.  Unfortunately, this property is in the flood plain and Botetourt County code does not allow building there.


	So with Jeff's okay, I did some research on other options that might result in FFV ownership, FFV access, a conservation easement and other beneficial scenarios.  At the FFV December 2001 meeting I made a presentation to the club and we discussed alternatives.


	The end result of that meeting was a rough consensus that a group of FFV members and others might form a partnership and buy the property.  A group of about a dozen people began to discuss the matter.


	Immediately, differences arose over the conservation easement.  Some wanted it as part of the partnership agreement, some wanted it later on after the purchase and some were opposed to conservation easements anywhere at anytime.  Eventually, two groups emerged.  One was pro-easement;  one was against an easement as part of the deal up front.


	The realtor then contacted me with a request from the owner to meet with her, which I did.  I told her our group would not offer any more money and the only difference between the two groups was our conservation easement, which was to prohibit livestock on the property.


	Since she was a sheep farmer and leased land to cattle farmers, we figured she would turn us down.  Instead we talked at length about conservation, the state of our rivers and easements in particular.  She is 
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