
a conservationist and our easement proposal, ironically, was what caused her to offer us the land.


	 We were also concerned that she might soon run into some non-FFV person offering more money, so we proceeded to buy the property. 


	Then from January until October 31 (Halloween), we worked on the easement.  We wrote, re-wrote, got legal review, state approval, land trust approval, financial approval, bureaucratic approval, etc.  Finally, on Halloween we signed the final papers and picked up a check for $10,000.  The property that cost $44,000 initially, now cost $34,000.


	It is worth noting that it has become extremely valuable to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to the Chesapeake Bay and to our nation to protect even a half-mile of riverside property from pollution.  Terry, Juanita and I believe we have done something good for our rivers, our bay and our FFV members in buying this property and placing an easement on it.  We hope you agree.  


	Solitude is now available for a limited number of FFV state or chapter functions during the year (at no cost to the FFV).  We also will lease up to 10 sites each year (FFV members will get top priority).   


	But every time we think of Solitude, we feel good about our conservation project.


	





Bill Tanger    	Juanita Callis	     Terry Grimes








Exceptional Waters:  Advance Notice





	I want to thank the FFV membership for voting to support the Virginia Exceptional Waters’ nominations of two streams in Virginia, despite the reservations of a few members.


	There are several reasons I believe it was a timely and appropriate vote.  Reason one is that often a decision needs to be made at one of our infrequent meetings due to agency deadlines or we will not have a voice in the process.  I would hate to see the FFV relegated to a position of irrelevance in Virginia.


	Second reason is that we have a conservation chair because all of us cannot spend the necessary time or resources to research fully every issue that comes along.  So a group should rely on its conservation chair who does spend the needed time on those issues.  If your conservation chair misleads or misinforms your group, then select a new one.  


	Third, I try to select only the important issues to address, and yet even with those there is never enough time to present all the information or answer all the questions.  If the club wishes to spend more time on this at meetings, I would be happy to oblige.


	To respond to Jim Garner more specifically,	





I appreciate his admission that he was incorrect that non-point sources of pollution are part of this conservation program, especially since he was quite insistent at the meeting that I was wrong.  


	But Jim also indicated that DGIF opposed one nomination.  In fact, DGIF supports both of the designations that I proposed to the FFV.  I do not submit things to the FFV without researching them first.  DGIF has informed me, as well, that they fully support all of the current nominations.  Jim’s information was out of date.


	Jim also indicated the Forest Service opposed one nomination; however, he did not make clear that this nomination was not one of the two that I proposed.  This information was also out of date.  


	FFV has a strong and credible reputation with decision makers and citizens, which includes our positions on conservation issues.  This is because I have always exercised careful and thoughtful consideration before suggesting we take a stand on any policy issue.


	Finally, the issue of Exceptional Waters status will continue on for some time concerning the two nominated streams that we supported.  We can still withdraw, change or re-enforce our support for these streams if the FFV so chooses.


	With that thought in mind, I will send to our president four documents which he can disseminate if members want more information.  One is a Q&A (8 pages), another is the DEQ summary of comments  (8 pages)(current as of 3/13/03), and the others are the nomination packages for the two streams (43 pages) we supported.  And anyone can call me for a copy (H  540/366-2228).





	See you downstream, 


	Bill Tanger





Sojourns on Bay’s Rivers


The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay’s plans for its 2003 sojourns on four of the watershed’s rivers have shifted into full gear thanks in large part to a sponsorship by Toyota.


Sojourns are weeklong educational paddling expeditions where participants canoe or kayak by day and enjoy riverside camping at night. Programs that help to forge partnerships and stimulate an appreciation for the rivers and their natural resources are part of every evening’s activities.


Anyone is invited to join a sojourn for all or part of the voyage. Whether coming along for one day or seven days, sojourns offer an intimate opportunity to explore and appreciate the majesty and mystery of the Chesapeake Bay’s rivers.


Every sojourn is planned with the help of local                                         (continued , next page)














     		                  (Continued, next page)





 planning committees with representatives from a 





variety of public agencies, businesses and grassroots organizations


Any funds raised through the sojourns help to support the Alliance’s conservation and restoration programs.�The schedule for the 2003 sojourns is:


o Susquehanna Sojourn: June 8–15, Wilkes Barre, PA to Harrisburg, PA. Contact Brook Lenker or Dana Lomma at 717-737-8622 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:Blenker@acb-online.org" �Blenker@acb-online.org�


o Potomac Sojourn: June 14–21, District of Columbia to Nanjemoy Creek, MD. Contact Jamie Alberti at 202-466-4633 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:Jalberti@acb-online.org" �Jalberti@acb-online.org�


o Patuxent Sojourn: June 22–29, Bowie, MD to Solomons, MD. Contact Jamie Alberti at Jalberti@acb-online.org or 202-466-4633.


o James River Sojourn: June 22–29. Charlottesville, VA to Richmond, VA. Contact Hadley Milliken at 804-775-0951 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:Hmilliken@acb-online.org" �Hmilliken@acb-online.org�


Toyota and Honeywell are sponsors of the 2003 sojourns.





  

















 


























