



Farm Bill Programs Can Help Landowners Improve Rivers, Bay





The 2002 Farm Bill signed by President Bush last year contains a number of programs that can help landowners preserve the natural resources of Virginia’s rivers and the Chesapeake Bay.  


The Conservation Reserve Program offers a “continuous enrollment” contract which helps land owners reduce wind and water erosion by creating filter strips, riparian buffers, filter strips and grassed waterways. The Wetland s Reserve Program protects watersheds by providing farmers with cost-share assistance and long-term permanent easements to restore wetlands that have been degraded by agriculture.  The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program provides cost-share assistance for producers to improve and protect wildlife habitat for a period of five years or longer.  The Environmental Quality Incentives Program provides cost-share and incentives payments for farmers who are addressing a wide range of natural resources.  The Farmland Protection Program offers farmers 30 year to permanent easements to keep their land in agricultural usage; FPP has been effective in protecting agricultural lands that are threatened by urban sprawl.


	The latest bill also contains two new programs under development. The Conservation Security Program will provide three tiers of support for farmers who implement and maintain stewardship practices on their working land, while the Grasslands Reserve Program will help restore and protect grasslands. 


For more information, visit the USDA’s conservation websites or contact your local National Resources Conservation Service office.





Chesapeake Bay Officials 


Agree to Slash Nutrient Inputs





Bay officials have agreed to slash nutrient inputs to the Bay nearly 50 percent from their 1985 levels. If achieved, state and federal officials expect to see dramatic expansions in beds of underwater grasses, much clearer water, fewer algae blooms and a greatly reduced oxygen-depleted “dead zone”.  This clean up could, however, cost as much as $1 billion a year in a worst-case scenario.


Limiting the amount of nutrients that may be released into waterways each year will require much greater actions to reduce nutrient-laden run-off from farms and cities, tighter controls on watershed treatments plants, and even new curbs on air pollution.  The new reductions will require for the first time that nutrient reduction goals be assigned to the three “head


 











water states”—Delaware, New York and West Virginia. Although not members of the Bay Program, governors of those states have signed agreements pledging to reduce Bay pollution. 


	


Proposed Reservoir Threatens 


Bay’s Largest Shad Stock 





The Virginia Institute of Marine Science warns that a proposed water intake on the Mattaponi River could jeopardize the healthiest, long-term shad stock in the Bay’s watershed.  The intake would supply water to the long-planned King William Reservoir.  Newport News plans to build a 78-foot high, 1,700 foot-long earthen dam on Cohoke Creek, a tributary of the Pamunkey River and fill it with water withdrawn from the adjacent Mattaponi. The Mattaponi and Pamunkey join downstream to form the York River.   Although still below historic levels, the York River has maintained the healthiest shad population of any Bay tributary.


Even before VIMS expressed its concerns, this project has become one of the most controversial projects in the Bay watershed. If approved, it would lead to the loss of more than 430 acres of wetlands. Citing a host of concerns, the Norfolk District of the Army Corps of Engineers—which ultimately must approve the project—rejected a permit application from Newport News two years ago. The decision was challenged by then-governor Jim Gilmore; that sent the issue to the Corps’ North Atlantic Division in New York.  Their approval depends upon Newport News securing permits from the state, the completion of an updated wetland mitigation plan, and the resolution of issues about the project’s impact on Native American sites. The state must also determine that the project is in compliance with federally required Coast Zone Management Act program.  


The VIMS study concludes the project’s potential impacts are a threat to American shad as well as a number of fish less studied such as blueback herring, alewife, and white and yellow perch. Shad are an anadramous species, spending most of their lives along the Atlantic Ocean, but returning to their native river to spawn. Once the most valuable commercial species in the Bay, shad have been depleted to the point that the entire Bay is closed to commercial shad fishing. 


VIMS reports that the proposed withdrawal of water would affect egg viability and further add stress to the already depressed stock, thus threatening its recovery. Moving the intake to the Pamunkey would lessen but not remove this threat. 


Governor Mark Warner has not taken a stand on the project, saying he wants agency officials to review the proposal and make a decision. Secretary of Natural Resources Tayloe Murphy reports that the issue is before the Marine Resources Commission which will take the VIMS report into consideration. 


 

































































