
Roanoke River Clean Up





As part of Clean Valley Day each year in April, the Roanoke Valley Chapter of the Float Fishermen of Virginia spend the morning picking up trash and removing debris from a section of the Roanoke River which the “Big Droppers” adopted several years ago as part of the Adopt a Stream program. This year’s participants included Bill Tanger, David Eggleston, Chris Ewell, Ken Ingram, Tom Christenberry, David Shelton., Jason Vaden, Mike Robertson, Wayne Shank,  Jeff Wold, John and Linda VanLuik, Dawna and Scott NcDowell, and Tom DiRienzo.


  


Mark Your Calendar for the 


Dan River Races in August





You may not race or win a prize, but it’s cool, refreshing water from the bottom of the dam at a time of the year when releases usually don’t happen.  This year’s race is set for August 2, 2003, starting time at 11:30 AM.  Parking and shuttle are available. For more information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.danriverboatrace.com/" ��www.danriverboatrace.com/�; need help with directions, call 336-548-9572. 





Canoe Cruisers Urges WVA 


To Purchase Cheat Canyon





As part of a campaign led by Charlie Walbridge of American Whitewater to protect the Cheat River, the Canoe Cruisers Association of Greater Washington DC, Inc, advocates state acquisition of   property in the Cheat Canyon area. Currently, the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources is working to acquire land in the Canyon area owned by Allegheny Energy.  If successful, 75% of lands in the Canyon would then be transferred to the state of West Virginia. 





The Trust for Public Land Protects WVA Watersheds, Lower Potomac





A longtime partner in efforts to conserve forests in the Central Appalachians, TPL is renewing its efforts in West Virginia’s Monongahela National Forest. TPL has already purchased over 62,000 acres including important recreational and resource lands in the Greenbrier, Gauley and Cheat watersheds. This year TPL is working to secure federal funding to protect 7,244 additional acres in the forest.  To help preserve the Potomac River’s integrity, TPL has been working for almost two decades to acquire properties of  significance along the lower Potomac and its tributaries. TPL has protected more than 4,000acres with more nearing completion.











Environmentalist Wins Appointment


To Virginia State Water Control Board





Kay Slaughter has won appointment to the Virginia State Water Control board despite concern about possible conflict of interest. Slaughter who works for the Southern Environmental Law Center, an environmental advocacy group in Charlottesville, had been a co-counsel for a group of organizations that sued the State Water Control Board over the proposed King William Reservoir. Slaughter has withdrawn as counsel for the organizations and has agreed to recuse herself from all discussions about the lawsuit. The law center has also agreed not to represent clients before the board. 





Like A Rowing Stone: Concrete Canoe Competition Floats the Boats





Madison, Wisconsin, home of the University of Wisconsin is also host to National Concrete Canoe competition, which for 15 years has encouraged engineering students form across the USA, Canada and Mexico to submit their best boat designs, constructed in concrete.  No half- ton bathtubs, these boats are sleek and refined, painted in brilliant school colors and nearly identical in size and shape to their conventional fiberglass and aluminum cousins.  Digitally sculpted on computers, formed in intricate molds, they are not only strong but also light, weighing only 70-130 pounds.  For more information, visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.concretecanoe.org/"��ConcreteCanoe.org�





Paddling, Pedaling and Piddling 





Tell us about some of your paddling adventures.  If you happen to blow off paddling and instead ride bikes or just spend some time piddling around in some neat spots, share your adventures with us.  To get this going, here’s a train/scouting trip recently made into the Wilds of West Virginia. 


	Chief Engineer and Conductor ROC Cooper arranged a four -day visit in the Cheat River area for three different train rides along the Shaver’s Fork of the Cheat.  Floats who joined him include Barb Green, Cathy and Cris Leonard, John and Linda VanLuik, Margaret Strawser and Mark Swetnam. Also along were ROC and Barb’s neighbors, Mary Beth and Gerry.


	We rode the Salamander, a self-contained, diesel powered rail car to the highest cut east of the Mississippi and stopped at an abandoned town—Spruce—located in a Canadian tundra-type ecosystem.  Sal’s engineer told us that on off days, a bunch of FFVs could rent the Salamander and haul up camping gear, stay for a few days and Sal would then take us back down to the Cheat Bridge station.  The second day, we rode Sal downstream from Cheat Bridge to High Falls, which became an adventure 
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