
Noteworthy Issues: 


From Bill Tanger, FFV Conservation Chair





Balcony Falls Project: 


	


The Roanoke Chapter of the FFV has set up a committee, called the Cushaw Dam Project Committee, to address the issue of a better take-out on the James River at Balcony Falls.  Dominion Power is starting the relicensing of the Cushaw Dam, which is the one at Snowden that destroyed the free-flowing James River below Balcony Falls.  The relicensing provides an opportunity to address this problem.  Relicensing of hydropower dams occurs only once every fifty years.  


	


So far, the committee has made several visits to the affected area in an attempt to locate a possible site for a new take-out.  We have located an old roadbed leading down to a culvert, about ten feet in diameter.  It appears there is room for some parking, as well, on the Rt. 501 side of the CSX tracks.  The culvert has some beams inside it, however, which may be for support, so this could be a problem that would need some correction.  


	


To develop a new take-out would require the cooperation of Dominion, CSX and the Forest Service, so a successful outcome will call for some creative and determined negotiating.  On our side, however, is the fact that by creating a new take-out such as the one we envision, there will be fewer people crossing the tracks at the current take-out, thus reducing the liability for CSX.  We have the support of Bedford County and may get the support of Amherst County also.  


	Letters have been sent to Dominion from our FFV committee and from FORVA regarding this project, and we have already received a response indicating that Dominion is willing to look into the matter.  The same letters have gone to the Forest Service, as well, but the Forest Service wants to hear from CSX before they have a meeting with us.  We are currently developing contacts with CSX.  


	


The Roanoke chapter believes the chapter committee should be made a statewide club committee to carry the full weight of the club.  This matter will be brought up at the December meeting for a vote, so be thinking about it.  Although the Roanoke chapter can handle the job, it may be something the entire state FFV would want to do.  


	


If you are interested in being on the committee, send your email address to Bill Tanger at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tanger@mediavisionva.com" ��tanger@mediavisionva.com�.  








 





Exceptional Waters Program: 





FORVA nominated two stream sections in Virginia for the Tier III or Exceptional Waters Program.  They are Bottom Creek in Roanoke County and Little Stony Creek in Giles County.  The process is long and drawn out, with landowner notifications, public meetings, DEQ presentations, SWCB (State Water Control Board) decisions, etc. 





On October 28, the SWCB voted to authorize the DEQ to go to final public hearings on these two streams.  This is a major milestone.  Next, this ruling needs to be signed by the Governor.  If signed, the nominations then go to the EPA for their review.  


	


These two sections are both supported by the FFV and Trout Unlimited.  Bottom Creek is also supported by American Rivers, Friends of the Roanoke and the Bent Mountain Civic League.  


	


So far, the long, tedious process is going well for these two streams.  We expect the Governor’s support.  There are no other private streams approved to this stage.  One other, Ragged Island Creek, has been assigned to a committee for further review.  


	


Anyone interested in the Exceptional Waters Program can email Bill at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tanger@mediavisionva.com" ��tanger@mediavisionva.com�.  





Invasive Species:  


	


A project to address the issue of invasive species is in the planning stages.  FORVA has submitted the idea to DCR (Department of Conservation and Recreation) and has just received a letter of support for the effort.  


	


Now the project is being reviewed by the Virginia Native Plant Society (VNPS)  for their opinions.  The VNPS will review the proposal and hopefully vote on whether to support the project at their December meeting.  





A letter will also be going out to VDOT for help in dissemination of a proposed poster on invasives.  





Invasives are costing Virginians millions each year, and are destroying habitat for native species, or in some cases, any species.  Some of those that may be addressed by this program include:  phragmites (giant reed), zebra mussel, bamboo, nutria, Johnson grass, giant horned beetle, hydrilla, and many more.  All of these just mentioned affect water quality, scenic values and/or access to rivers.  





This project could use volunteers for shooting photos, doing research on some invasives and developing mailing lists of interested people and groups.  Anyone interested can email Bill at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tanger@mediavisionva.com" ��tanger@mediavisionva.com�.  


















































