
Virginia’s General Assembly 


Conservation Scorecard  





How did your legislators do this year? It’s not too late to say “Thanks” or “No thanks”.  Special appreciation is certainly due for our “Legislative Heroes”.  Our legislators will be much more likely to respond favorably to future requests if we take a moment now to let them know we value their past efforts—especially on tough issues.  If your legislators are not on the list, they especially need to hear from you! They need to know we are watching their actions, that we deeply care about conservation issues, and that they should, too.


 


2003 Legislator “Heroes”: Voted


Pro-Environment 100$% of the Time


House                            Party                              District


Baskerville                        D                                     71


Moran                               D                                     46


Pollard                              D                                      99


Thomas                             D                                     17


Van Landingham              D                                     45


Senate                          Party                               District


Byrne                               D                                       34


Deeds                               D                                       25


Edwards                           D                                       21





To see who’s on  the Bottom Quartile list, get in touch with the Virginia League of Conservation Voters: � HYPERLINK "http://www.valcv.org" ��www.valcv.org�





Shad Rebound Astounds





Once nearly vanished, shad are rebounding dramatically.  Barely a decade ago, scientists began to think the unthinkable: American Shad should be listed as an endangered species. Fast forward to 2003: on the James, this year’s catch rates “Off the Wall”, according to a DGIF survey.  Despite the success in some rivers, a recovery in all the Chesapeake Bay’s tributaries is not by all means guaranteed. Populations in all rivers except the York, Rappahannock and possibly the Potomac are dominated by hatchery fish —not wild fish— although biologists hope that will change in coming years. 


What is astounding observers is the Hickory Shad’s comeback.  While American Shad have been the target of major restoration efforts, scientists are mystified by the comeback of its close relative, the Hickory Shad which receives little attention.  Only a decade ago, the Hickories were in as poor condition—or worse—that the Americans. The most recent James River Catch and Release survey showed 8,300 American Shad compared to a whopping 56,100 Hickory Shad.  Some think the Bay’s moratorium on commercial American Shad fishing may have benefited 





the Hickory as well.  Others doubt it, saying smaller Hickories are not likely to get caught in gear that target American Shad. Scientists say they know very little about the Hickory’s life history and therefore don’t know what exactly is to account for their comeback.





OCOEE IN DANGER


It is now your final chance to comment on TVA's massive Reservoir Operation Study. The study impacts several whitewater rivers like the Ocoee and Hiwassee. Please let your voice be heard. 


For over a year now American Whitewater has been representing river recreationalists on the Public Review Group, whose task it was to help shape the Tennessee Valley Authority's (TVA's) massive Reservoir Operation Study (ROS) into a strong public study and final document. It is time once again to file comments on the ROS, this time on the Draft Environmental Assessment. This is the last time the public will be able to comment on the ROS, so now is the time to tell TVA what we want. While AW has been successful in having the Upper Ocoee dealt with in a side negotiation that is now ongoing and promising, the ROS still has the potential to change lake level policies upstream in a manner that could harm recreational releases on the Ocoee. TVA refused to directly address the Ocoee in the ROS, so we have little to gain and plenty to lose on that River. 


Please send TVA an email or letter in the coming weeks telling them how you want the Rivers in the TVA basin managed. Remember, they think of the ROS as a RESERVOIR Operation Study, not a RIVER Operation Study. Tell them to remember the Rivers and to remember that there are Tennessee Valley citizens that like to paddle.


You may want to file comments with the � HYPERLINK "http://www.surveyroom.com/tva/tva_survey.htm" �TVA SURVEY� supporting Tailwater Recreation Alternative 7C with the caveats on that alternative found in the sample letter and our comments, while stating that you support other alternative so long as they do not negatively impact current or potential river recreation in any way.


Use the � HYPERLINK "http://www.surveyroom.com/tva/tva_survey.htm" �TVA Survey� or send Comments to: E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rostudy@tva.gov " �rostudy@tva.gov �


--David Nye, ROS Project Manager


Friends of the Rappahannock Organize Clean Up Day:  September 6, 2003





Join Friends of the Rappahannock for a river clean up, September 6th. You can assist with the clean up either on foot or by canoe.  The day begins at the FOR office between 8:30 - 9 AM.  Please let them know you’re participating by calling 540-373-3448.





























