
Virginia League of Conservation Voters


Assesses Outcome of Elections�


 VALCV had an outstanding election day with wins for 27 of its 33 endorsed candidates. VALCV’s five top targeted candidates (Sen. Edd Houck, Del. Chap Petersen, Mark Sickles, Steve Shannon, and Lynwood Lewis) all won!  Most of them have said that smart growth, transportation, and the environment were big issues in their campaigns.  It is encouraging to hear candidates say that they believe that these issues have moved them to victory.  Several of these candidates have said that the assistance of VALCV was truly needed and appreciated.  Unlike other organizations which just offer their stamp of approval for candidates, VALCV has carved out a reputation for truly delivering valuable resources and support. � �While VALCV succeeded on the legislative front, there was definitely a mixed outcome with  local PAC Partners.  The flagship VSS Loudoun had  disappointing results with only 3 of the 9 seats kept by endorsed incumbents.  The other 6 seats were taken by one unendorsed incumbent and five GOP challengers.  All of these were heavily backed by developer dollars; some of these even claimed to be "smart growth" candidates, thereby confusing the voters further. 





 The VSS Frederick had a similar outcome.  Their candidates worked hard on a grassroots campaign but were greatly outspent by developer-backed candidates who also ran on "smart growth."  A new wrinkle in this year's campaigns in both of these counties was the amount of money that flowed from developers through the Republican Party of Virginia to pro-growth candidates.  It was evident that developers' bottom lines had been hurt in previous elections and they were going to spend what it took to roll back VALCV’s progress.  It will be VALCV’s challenge to hold these masquerading "smart growth" candidates to their promises.��


VSS Spotsylvania and VSS Stafford should be riding high.  The newly formed VSS Spotsylvania swept all 5 of their seats while Stafford won 2 out of 3.  Hanover Conservation Voters won 2 out of their 3 endorsed races.  A big tribute is due to the dedicated members of these new organizations for their outstanding efforts in their first election.  The two Albemarle conservation candidates lost but a good conservation candidate in Augusta won.  Truly a mixed bag... If you would like to see the final elections results for your legislative or Board races, go to � HYPERLINK "http://sbe.vipnet.org/" \o "http://sbe.vipnet.org/" �http://sbe.vipnet.org/� �


�


It's hard to decipher what the overall message is with these results but I think we can all agree that growth, transportation, and the environment are all issues that matter to voters so much that our opposition is even trying to steal our platform.  While that may irritate us, it really is a sign that our issues will continue to be in play for elections to come.   Our opposition fears us.  That's why they invested so heavily in these races.  That's also why we must continue our valiant fight.  After a brief rest, we must come back with more energy, more funding, more citizen education, and much more organizing of our troops.  Our mission is worth the battle.��Again, thank you to all our members who made phone calls, walked neighborhoods, posted yard signs, made contributions, and most importantly, VOTED for good candidates.  Working together, we are all making the difference.�My best,�Lisa��Lisa Guthrie, Executive Director�Virginia League of Conservation Voters�530 E. Main Street; Suite 820�Richmond, VA  23219�P:  804-225-1902�F:  804-225-1904�VirLCV@aol.com�www.valcv.org
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           Article submitted by Cris Leonard





Fishing the Roanoke Valley—


A Book Review


Condensed from an article by Garvey Winegar in the Richmond Times-Dispatch





Fishing the Roanoke Valley—An Angler’s Guide by Mike Smith of Floyd discusses fish species common to the area, and also tells where and how to catch them. Species included in his discussion include largemouth and small mouth bass, trout, walleye, Roanoke bass, rock bass, striped bass, stealhead and channel catfish, white bass and crappie, muskie and sunfish. The book includes maps of Roanoke Valley’s streams and tells how and where to fish on them.  His directions to fishing locations are tied to detailed topo maps in DeLorne’s Virginia Atlas and Gazetteer. An appendix provides the location of guide services, tackle shops, rod and reel repair services, boat dealers and marinas. The book, published by the University of Virginia Press, is 78 pages and costs $12.95.





Friends of the Shenandoah Note


Accomplishments in Preservation


FOSR has developed a 130-plus site water-quality monitoring program, established and maintains a state of the art water analysis laboratory, created and maintains the FRSR website, produces and publishes analytical reports on the river’s health, and furthers education and understanding of issues related to the river. Check it out at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fosr.org" ��www.fosr.org� .








 
















































































