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More Noteworthy Issues


Explore Park Access:  


	FORVA and FFV have been working on getting better access to the Roanoke River just below Niagara Dam, which is located just upstream of the Blue Ridge Parkway.  In mid-October, Kurt Sisson of the Roanoke chapter and Bill Tanger met with AEP and Roanoke County representatives and did an exploratory hike along the Roanoke River on river right.  Although we had some optimism, it turned out to be a disappointing day as the terrain along river right is too vertical to work with.  


	On November 4, Bill met with a National Park Service rep and the Roanoke Valley greenways rep for another exploratory hike along river left.  This was a little better in that we found a culvert about 5 feet tall, but wide enough to drag a canoe through.  One problem on river left has been locked gates.  One gate was AEP’s and the other was a NPS gate.  The NPS rep said he would look into getting his gate opened for boaters.  We will then need to go to AEP regarding the matter.  


	There is also a USGS cable car that might be used somehow, so if anyone has any experience using one of these, please let me know.  


	We will continue to pursue a better put-in for this area of the river.  Probably we should form another committee for this special purpose.  It could be a chapter committee or a state committee.  Anyone interested, email Bill at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tanger@mediavisionva.com" ��tanger@mediavisionva.com�.  


		


	We are also working on improving the take-out below Roanoke’s Explore Park.  That is going quite well at the moment.  We have gotten $1000 dedicated to improving the take-out, so that can be used for planning purposes.  		





Bill Tanger, for FORVA and FFV








on the eleventh of june, bob born and cris leonard 





More Conservation Newsbriefs:





Blackwater/Nottoway Riverkeeper Program 


Receives Stewardship Award





The BNRP received runner up status in the Virginia Environmental Stewardship Award’s organization category. The awards, presented by the Commonwealth of Virginia and the Virginia Petroleum Council recognize individuals and organizations that demonstrate outstanding and innovative contributions to protect Virginia’s natural resources. 





EPA Overlooks Discharge of Ballast Water





The October issue of the Bay Journal reports that the EPA will not require permits for the discharge of ballast water into the Chesapeake Bay, despite concerns that the ships’ discharges are introducing invasive species into coastal waters. Although the Coast Guard requires ships to discharge ballast water before entering U. S. ports, compliance is voluntary.  Environmental groups say they will sue the EPA to persuade a judge to force the EPA to use the Clean Water Act to fight against the invasive species. Current estimates suggest that only about 22% of the ships entering the Chesapeake Bay discharge their ballast water prior to entering the Bay.


























